WINNER OF THE WHITOREAD
s BOOK OF YWE YEAR

Fhs
CURIOGUS:
INCIoE it

MARN pabbey

"OUTSTANDING..& stunningly |
good read’ MIPANT |

January 2024

lconcc Literature Year 9

Dapline dv Mauvrier: Rebecca

On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca falls in love with Maxim de
Winter, a handsome widower. Although his proposal comes as a surprise, she happily agrees
to marry him. But as they arrive at her husband's home, Manderley, a change comes over
Maxim, and the young bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the isolated mansion, she
realises that she barely knows him. In every corner of every room is the phantom of his
beautiful first wife, Rebecca, and the new Mrs de Winter walks in her shadow.

Harper Lee: To Kill a Mockingbird

The converging tales within To Kill a Mockingbird can briefly be summed up as: the
story of six-year-old Scout Finch and her brother Jem, who are obsessed with sighting
the reclusive Boo Radley; and the story of their father Atticus, a noble lawyer who
defends a black man in a rape case brought against him by a young white woman.
However, this summary cannot possibly touch on the impact of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, which just a year after its publication had already been translated into

10 languages, and a year after that inspired an Oscar-winning film.

Mark Haddon: The Curiovs Incident of the Dog in the Night-

Teme

Fifteen-year-old Christopher has a photographic memory. He understands maths. He
understands science. What he can’t understand are other human beings. When he finds his
neighbour’s dog lying dead on the lawn, he decides to track down the killer and write a

murder mystery about it. But what other mysteries will he end up uncovering?
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Meera Syal: Anifa and Me

Like every nine-year-old girl, Meena can’t wait to grow up and break free from her parents,
but as the daughter of the only Punjabi family in the mining village of Tollington, her daily
struggle for independence is different from most. She wants fishfingers and chips, not just
chapati and dhal; she wants an English Christmas, not the usual interminable Punjabi festivities
— but more than anything, more than mini-skirts and the freedom to watch Opportunity Knocks,
Meena wants to roam the backyards of working-class Tollington with feisty Anita Rutter and
her gang.

Kaguo (thiguro: Never Let Me Go

In one of the most memorable novels of recent years, Kazuo Ishiguro imagines the lives
of a group of students growing up in a darkly skewered version of contemporary
England. Narrated by Kathy, now 31, Never Let Me Go hauntingly dramatises her
attempts to come to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic Hailsham School,
and with the fate that has always awaited her and her closest friends in the wider world.
A story of love, friendship and memory, Never Let Me Go is charged throughout with a
sense of the fragility of life.

clarlotte Bronte: Jane Eyre

Charlotte Bronte tells the story of orphaned Jane Eyre, who grows up in the home of her
heartless aunt, enduring loneliness and cruelty. This troubled childhood strengthens Jane's
natural independence and spirit - which prove necessary when she finds employment as a
governess to the young ward of Byronic, brooding Mr Rochester. As her feelings for
Rochester develop, Jane gradually uncovers Thornfield Hall's terrible secret, forcing her to
make a choice. Should she stay with Rochester and live with the consequences, or follow her

convictions - even if it means leaving the man she loves?
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Philip Pulliman: Northern L«%ﬁr

Without this child, we shall all die. Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live
half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that
awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign
and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable

consequences far beyond her own world...

Markut Zutak: The Book Thief

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death has never
been busier - and will become busier still.

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she picks up a
single object, abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is
her first act of book thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words,
and soon she is stealing from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . .
wherever there are books to be found. But these are dangerous times, and when
Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their basement, nothing will ever be the same
again.

In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus

Zusak has given us one of the most enduring stories of our time.

Agatha Christie: Murder on the Orient Express

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious
train is surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the morning it is one
passenger fewer. An American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a
dozen times, his door locked from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their
midst, detective Hercule Poirot must identify the murderer - in case he or she

decides to strike again.



0 Roald Dall: Going Solo
0 a In Going Solo, the world's favourite storyteller, Roald Dahl, tells of life as a fighter

pilot. In 1938 Roald Dahl was fresh out of school and bound for his first job in Africa,
hoping to find adventure far from home. However, he got far more excitement than he
bargained for when the outbreak of the Second World War led him to join the RAF.
His account of his experiences in Africa, crashing a plane in the Western Desert,

Expect the Unexpected

rescue and recovery from his horrific injuries in Alexandria, flying a Hurricane as
Greece fell to the Germans, and many other daring deeds, recreates a world as bizarre

and unnerving as any he wrote about in his fiction.

charles Dickent: Great Expectations

Young Pip lives with his sister and her husband the blacksmith, with few
prospects for advancement until a mysterious benefaction takes him from the
Kent marshes to London. Pip is haunted by figures from his past - the escaped
convict Magwitch, the time-withered Miss Havisham and her proud and
beautiful ward, Estella - and in time uncovers not just the origins of his great of

his great expectations but the mystery of his own heart.

Charles Dickens
Great Expectations
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Emely Bronte: Wuthering Heiphts

Emily Bronte's novel of impossible desires, violence and transgression is a
masterpiece of intense, unsettling power. It begins in a snowstorm, when
Lockwood, the new tenant of Thrushcross Grange on the bleak Yorkshire
moors, is forced to seek shelter at Wuthering Heights. There he discovers the

history of the tempestuous events that took place years before: the intense
passion between the foundling Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, her betrayal
of him and the bitter vengeance he now wreaks on the innocent heirs of the
past.

EMILY BRONTE
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